
In 2008, we published the first 

edition of Whatõs New in 

Childrenõs Books, 2008. This 

publication was developed 

with the assistance of many 

SECA volunteers who served 

as reviewers, and we asked 

the major publishers of chil-

drenõs books to provide re-

view copies of their newest 

titles to the SECA office.  

We felt that providing this 

type of information to support 

literacy activities in the class-

room would help us to meet 

our mission of assisting in the 

professional development of 

early childhood educators 

and improving the quality of 

programs that serve children .  

The publication was designed 

to highlight new childrenõs 

books that you might not eas-

ily find.  It includes:  

The appropriate age 

groups with which to use 

the book.  

Information about the 

concepts included in the 

book  

The reviewerõs opinion 

about why the book was a 

good one to use with chil-

dren.  

Ideas and strategies to 

use the book in the class-

room or home.  

Our first attempt was so suc-

cessful, we will continue to 

produce a new edition each 

year, and weõve decided to 

provide each new edition to 

our SECA members FREE as 

part of their SECA member-

ship .                                          

In December, the entire 

SECA membership will re-

ceive notice that the publi-

cation is available in PDF 

format on the òmembers-

onlyó section of the SECA 

website.  Youõll need your 

SECA Member ID Number to 

access the page and PDF. 

We want to thank our mem-

bers for a great year at SECA, 

and we look forward to serv-

ing you in 2010.   

A Special Gift for Our SECA Members 

Dimensions of Early Childhood:ñFall Theme Issue 
Our fall issue of Dimensions of 

Early Childhood is in the 

mail ,and this issue is devoted 

to Leadership in Early Child-

hood Education.  

Youõll find the following arti-

cles in the issue:  

What Do Early Childhood 

Professionals Do? 

Getting Started:  Leader-

ship Opportunities for Be-

ginning Early Childhood 

Teachers 

Influencing Legislation -

Advocacy Basics 

Principle Center Leader -  

New Public Policy 

Resources from 

SECA  

In November we  posted three new 

public policy briefs on our website. 

Youõll find the following available: 

  Health Care Reform:  Chapter 3 

Update 

Kids Count 2009:  A Summary of 

the SECA States 

Health Care Reform:  Chapter 4  
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If you have signed up for this version, 

youõll be notified by e-mail that the 

issue is available.  

In the e-mail, youõll find a link that 

will take you to the SECA website and 

the òmembers-onlyó page.  Youõll 

need your SECA Member ID number 

to gain access to those pages.  

Click on the Dimensions button and it 

will take you to the page which 

houses the Dimensions issue in PDF 

format. Once youõre there, all you  

How many of you have spent hours trying 

to find your print copy of a past issue of 

Dimensions of Early Childhood?  We have 

a solution to that problemé...sign up 

to receive Dimensions in PDF format 

that you can store on your computer or a 

disk, and youõll never have to find that 

paper again!   

The process will work this way.  

When the final version of Dimensions 

of Early Childhood  is completed, the 

SECA office receives the PDF copy of 

the file.  

In order to better serve our members 

and to ensure that you have a SECA pub-

lication coming your way about every 

month, weõve adopted a new publica-

tions schedule.  

Dimensions of Early Childhood will be 

mailed at the end of February, July and 

November  each year.  This will be the 

only SECA publication that we will con-

tinue to print and mail.  The SECA Re-

porter will become an on -line only news-

letter beginning in 2010 and youõll re-

ceive an e -mail from the SECA office with 

a link to let you know itõs available.  Al-

though weõre no longer printing and 

mailing the newsletter, weõre expanding 

the number of newsletters that we pro-

duce to 4 each year.  Youõll receive no-

tice of the availability of The SECA Re-

porter in January, April, June, and Oc-

tober.   

Additionally, we will continue to produce 

the e-newsletters on a monthly basis.    

The Leadership Letter will be available 

in January, March, May, July, September 

and November.   

Whatôs Happening at SECA will be avail-

able in February, April, June, August,            

October and December.   Public Policy 

Notes will be available on the 15th of 

each month.   

If youõre not receiving the e-newsletters 

and would like to do so, go to the SECA 

website at  

www.southernearlychildhood.org  

Youõll find a place to sign up for each 

newsletter.  If you prefer, you can also 

sign up on the website to receive Di-

mensions in PDF format through e -

mail.  Weõre working hard to serve you 

better and more efficiently in 2010.   

The e-mail address we have on file 

has been returned as undeliverable.  

Weõre asking you to e-mail that informa-

tion to:  

info@southernearlychildhood.org  

Youõll need to put e-mail address in the 

òsubjectó line of your response to us and 

include the following in the body of your 

In December, some of our SECA mem-

bers will receive a postcard in the 

mail, asking them to respond to the 

SECA office with their e -mail address.  

The mailing list for the postcard is com-

posed of members for whom:  

 We donõt have an e-mail address on 

file, or   

e-mail:  

1. Your name 

2. Your e-mail address  

3. Your SECA Member ID  

We donõt want to miss anyone!   

Dimensions Now Available in PDF Format    

New Schedule for SECA Member Publications 

Updating Our E-mail Lists 

have to do is download the file to your 

computer .  

It couldnõt be simpler.  We hope youõll 

like having this option available.   

Page 2 Whatõs Happening at SECA 

Be the first 

one in your 

program to 

receive the 

latest issue!  

Sign up for 

Dimensions 

on-line today!   



velop more Spanish language materials 

that reflect SECAõs mission of producing 

hands-on, user friendly materials for the 

early childhood practitioner...something 

that  weõre being told is desperately 

needed  for this group of professionals .   

If youõd like to submit an article or would 

like to be a part of this process, contact 

Glenda Bean at  

gbean@southernearlychildhood.org  

Weõre excited about this new opportu-

nity to serve our members.   

 

Dimensions.  They will serve as the 

òrefereeó review for the journal, and 

weõll include these pages in each edition 

in 2010.  One page will be oriented for 

infant/toddler caregivers, and the other 

will be developed for pre -K workers.   

These pages will first appear in the win-

ter 2010 Dimensions of Early Childhood 

and the Editorial Committee will con-

sider at their meeting in January how to 

coordinate the Spanish materials with 

articles that are included in each issue.  

Our intent is to expand this effort to de-

Every two years, SECA begins the search 

for our next President and this is the year 

for nominations to be submitted.  The 

election will take place in the fall of 2010 

and weõll determine the candidates for 

this election at the SECA 2010 confer-

ence. 

Nominations may be submitted by :  

State affiliates. 

Individuals.  

Self-nomination.  

 

Nominations should 

include:  

1. A letter of intent 

stating why this 

person should 

be considered 

and what service 

the person has 

rendered to the 

organization.  

2. A copy of the 

nomineeõs vita/

resume.  

Nominations should be received in the 

SECA office no later than December 

15, 2009.   

Nominees will be interviewed by the 

SECA Nominating Committee at the 2010 

conference in Little Rock, Arkansas, and 

the selected candidates will be an-

nounced at the annual business meeting.   

Nominees who are selected as candi-

dates should be prepared to provide 

brief remarks at the business meeting.  

Weõre looking forward to receiving   

your nominations!   

-ognized storyteller who promotes the 

value of oral history and the use of sto-

ries with young children.  

In the òmembers-onlyó section of the 

SECA website youõll find additional re-

sources to utilize with the interview as 

you provide staff development activities 

around these issues.  In the next few 

months, weõll post interviews with: 

Dr. Pam Schiller  - Using Literature as 

a Springboard for Multiple Intelligen-

ces 

Mary Jo Huff  - Using Props in the      

Classroom 

David Kisor - Growing Sound-

Therapeutic Music 

Something New in Dimensions:  òPractical Tipsó in Spanish   

Interview with Donald Davis Available on SECA Radio 

As the Southern region grows in diver-

sity and ethnicity, we have a  significant 

number of members in SECA who are 

emerging English speakers and whose 

native language is Spanish.  We want to 

provide support to them as early child-

hood professionals who are working to 

meet the needs of the children in their 

care.  

We have a group of professors from Flor-

ida who have agreed to support these 

efforts by producing or soliciting Spanish 

language pages that can be added to 

Page 3 

Help Us Find SECAõs Next President! 

Janie Humphries 

2009 SECA     

President-Elect 

We hope youõre taking advantage of the 

SECA Radio interviews and that youõre 

finding them useful.  

This month youõll find 

an interview with Don-

ald Davis who will be a 

keynoter at our confer-

ence in January.  Don-

ald is a nationally rec - 



2009 SECA Board of Directors 

Georgia Lamirand (OK) , President  

Janie Humphries (LA), President-Elect 

Dee Ard, AL State Representative 

Dr. Joanna Grymes, AR State Representative & Prof Dev Chair 

Sister Roberta Bailey, FL State Representative 

Beth Parr, GA State Representative 

Kathy Attaway, KY State Rep, Secretary & Membership Chair 

Cindy Ramagos, LA State Representative 

Beverly Peden, MS State Representative 

Susan Carrigan, OK St Rep, Vice-President & Leadership Chair 

Crystal Campbell, SC State Representative 

Debbie Ferguson, TN State Representative & Financial Officer 

Judy Carnahan-Webb, TX State Representative 

Toni Cacace-Beshears, VA State Representative 

Melanie Clark, WV State Representative 

Dr. Herman Knopf, (SC), Member-at-Large & Public Policy Chair 

Carol Montealegre (FL), Member-at-Large  

Go to the SECA website for e-mail addresses for the Board.   

Southern Early Childhood Association 

1123 South University, Ste 255 

Little Rock, AR  72204 

 

PO Box 55930 

Little Rock, AR  72215-5930 

Phone: 800-305-SECA 

Fax: 501-227-5297 

Email: iinfo@SouthernEarlyChildhood.org 

The Voice for Southern Children 
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www.SouthernEarlyChildhood.org  

-the SECA Board of Directors and Staff 


