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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT SECA

A NEWSLETTER FOR OUR AFFILIATE

SECA Updates

* The spring/summer issue
of Dimensions of Early
Childhood will be mailed
at the end of July. Be sure
to review the SECA Presi-
dential candidate informa-
tion that’s included on the
inside back cover.

* SECA 2009 conference
information will begin ap-
pearing on the SECA web-
site conference page in
July. Don’t forget that
our annual conference is
earlier this year, so start
your planning now. We’ll
be in Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina on January 29-31,
20009.

* Because we think that it’s
so important for children
to understand how democ-
racy works, we’ve posted a
curriculum unit entitled,
Raising Responsible
Americans, on our web-
site . If you would like to
post it on your website or
distribute it electronically,
let me know and I can e-
mail you the file in PDF
format.

* We sent out a form about
SECA coming to your
state conference around
the first of July . We
asked that you complete it
to give us information to
wotk with as we make our
travel plans. Please be sure
the form is returned to the
SECA office. We want to
make our visit as produc-
tive as possible and meet
your needs while we’re
there.
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“SCIENCE MAY NEVER COME UP WITH A BETTER OFFICE
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM THAN THE COFFEE BREAK.”

For those of you who get a
summer break, have you lost
touch with your friends and
colleagues? Are you missing
the time that you spend
catching up with each other
and finding out what’s hap-
pening around you?

If you work through the sum-
mer, are those communica-
tion lines working? Have you
formed a “team” that ensures
that the children in your pro-
gram receive the best care
and education that you can
provide?

As early childhood educators,
we know the value of the
“hands-on” approach and the
professionalism developed
through networking and shar-
ing with colleagues. We un-
derstand that the best infor-
mation comes from those
sources closest to you and
those colleagues that you
trust and respect.

Each year SECA offers an
opportunity to meet your col-
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leagues and develop those
networks that are so critical to
your professional growth and
development. Our annual
conference provides an envi-
ronment that promotes shar-
ing and education in an inti-
mate meeting environment.
You'll have the opportunity to
see your friends, learn from
the experts and develop those
professional relationships
that last a lifetime.

We hope you’ll be able to join
us and experience that “SECA
hospitality”!

This conference will be our
60th annual conference ,and
we’'re planning a great cele-
bration. You won’t want to
miss it..

Glenda Bean
Executive Director

SECA DEVELOPS PROMOTIONAL DVD

During the 2008 conference, a
videographer was busy filming the
conference activities and inter-
views with selected individuals.
We’re now ready to take that foot-
age and develop a DVD that will
help your members understand
what SECA is and what their mem-

bership means to them.

The Membership Commission of
the SECA Board of Directors has

been concerned that the visibility
of SECA needs to be heightened
and the DVD will “tell the tale” of
SECA— what it has meant and
means today to the early childhood
professional in the South.

We're asking our state affiliates to
utilize the DVD at their state affili-
ate conferences, either as a video
that is available in the SECA
booth/membership area or as one

component of the loop that you run on
the screen in your general session
area.

We’'ll give you details later on how the
DVD will be available to you for your
conference. SECA has heard the ques-
tion, “ What Does SECA Mean to Me?“
and we’re working to answer that
question.
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Have you received
your copies of The
SECA Leadership
Letter and Public
Policy Notes?

BALLOTS FOR SECA PRESIDENT TO
BE MAILED BY AUGUST 15,2008

SECA will elect its next Presi-
dent this year. The President-
Elect will take office in Janu-
ary 2009 and will serve as
SECA President in 2010 and
2011.

Our candidates for President-
Elect are Janie Humphries of

Don’t forget to vote!

Louisiana and Judy Whitesell
of South Carolina. You'll find
information about the candi-
dates in the spring edition of
the SECA Reporter and the

spring/summer issue of Di-

mensions of Early Childhood.

Because we received such a
great return on the ballots
during the last election, we
will again produce a ballot
that can be torn away from
the mailer and returned post-
age paid to SECA. All you'll
need to do is mark the ballot,
list the state in which you are
a member and put it in the
mail.

Deadline to return the ballots
is September 30, 2008.

Results will be tabulated by
an outside accounting firm
and reported to the SECA
office. Results will be for-
warded to the SECA Board of
Directors and the Board will
certify the election results by
e-mail. Results of the election
will be announced by October
15, 2008.

Please share this information
with your state affiliate mem-
bers and encourage them to
vote for the next President of
SECA.

NASHVILLE AREA AEYC CELEBRATES ITS
60TH BIRTHDAY!

“Spread the Light” is the
theme for the 60th birthday
celebration for NAAEYC that is
scheduled for August 2,
2008. The membership
meeting and celebration is
scheduled for Woodmont
Baptist Church. The meeting
is free to all NAAEYC mem-
bers.

In 1948, twenty-two people

met at West End United Meth-
odist Church to form an or-
ganization that exists today as
the Nashville Area AEYC.
These dedicated profession-
als had a vision for the future
of the education of young
children and began to develop
that vision with a donation of
fifty-cents each or $11.00.

Members are being chal-

lenged to purchase a commemora-
tive candle to represent their commit-
ment to securing the vision of these
early pioneers and “Spread the Light
of Quality” in the future. Candles can
be purchased for $11.00 to symbol-
ize that first meeting.

For more information, go to
www.snaaeyc.org or contact Lori Du-

Bois at snaaeyc@aol.com.

SECA WEBSITE TO BE UPDATED TO BETTER

SERVE OUR MEMBERS

The SECA Executive Committee approved a plan
developed by the SECA office staff to update and
upgrade the SECA website during the next couple
of months. The updates and upgrades will in-
clude:

e New graphics and a more “user friendly”
format.

e An Integrated shopping cart to allow mem-
bers to join on-line and purchase SECA
books and publications.

e  On-line conference & meeting registration.

e  Development of a “members-only” component of
the website.

e A content management system that will allow
SECA office staff to post and remove information
and graphics.

e  Addition of new content pages.

We're excited about the possibilities and are looking
forward to introducing you to the new and improved
SouthernEarlyChildhood.org!
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SECA PLANS FOCUS GROUPS AT
STATE AFFILIATE CONFERENCES

The Board of Directors has For Non-members:

asked that the SECA Repre- 1. What do you know about
sentative (President, Immedi- SECA?

ate Past-President or Execu- )

tive Director) at your state- 2. Eglzsh Ippr %fsjes'gr\]gl S;etr:_
conference host focus groups you? What could we do to

of both members and non- tob
members to ask some very encourage you to become
a member?

simple questions.
3.  What are the barriers to
becoming a member?

» !
For members: Let’s get together!

1. What do you know about
SECA?

2. What does SECA mem-
bership mean to you?

3.  What could we do to
enhance our value to you
as a member?

get us started. The informa-
tion gathered during these
meetings will be shared with
the SECA Board and state
affiliates.

We’ll be asking our state affiliate
representatives on the Board and
your conference chairs to assist
us in locating a room in which to
hold the meetings, as well as
identifying conference attendees
to invite. SECA will take care of
all the logistics (food & invita-
tions) but we’ll need your help to

NASHVILLE AREA AEYC SPONSORS EARLY CHILDHOOD

CONFERENCE ON AUGUST 3-4, 2008

Dr. Rebecca Isbell and Dr. Mi- Have you submitted

chael Shoulders will be the key-

East Tennessee State. Dr. Shoul-
ders is the author of nine chil-
dren’s books and served as Title |

The conference opens with registra-
tion at 7:15 am and extends

note speakers for the annual Early
Childhood Education Conference
to be held at First Baptist Church,
Nashville, TN, on August 3-4,
2008.

Dr. Isbell is the director of the
Center in Early Childhood Learning
and Development and Professor
of Early Childhood Education at

Supenvisor for the Clarksville Mont-
gomery County School System.

The two-day event will feature a
host of special speakers and work-
shop leaders. A Director’s Track
will be held on Friday moming of
the event.

through 4:15 pm on both days.
Lunch will be provided and parking
is available at the church.

For further details, registration
forms and updated information, go
to www.NAAEYC.org or contact Lori
DuBois at snaaeyc@aol.com.

STUDENT MATCHING GRANTS
AVAILABLE IN 2009

For our 2009 conference,
SECA will continue the match-
ing grant program that we've
had in place for the last 2
years. These grants are de-
signed to assist student
groups in attending the SECA
conference.

The matching grants are avail-
able to a maximum of $1000
per group. The student group
is required to raise funds

sufficient to
match any funds
requested from
SECA.

We had three
students groups
(Louisiana, Mis-

five in 2009.

The grant informa-
tion will be posted
on the conference
page of the SECA
website after July
1, 2008. We hope

sissippi and
Texas) that re-
ceived the grant
and attended
last year .We'd like to have

SECA 2009!

Bring your students to

you’ll consider
bringing your stu-
dents to SECA
2009.

your proposal for
SECA 2009? The
deadline of August 1,
2008 is quickly
approaching.
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www. SouthernkarlyChi ldhood. org

PO Box 55930

Phone: 800-305-SECA
Fax: 501-227-5297
Info@southernearlychildhood.org

Go to our website for:

. Links to your state website
. Links to vendors and other
’ ' organizations
We're on the web! . Public policy information
. Indexes for Dimensions of Early
Chrldhood
SECA 2009 conference
information
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SECA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MET
IN LITTLE ROCK ON JUNE 26-27, 2008

The Executive Commit-
tee of the Southern Early
Childhood Association
met on June 26-27,
2008 in Little Rock, AR.

Topics of discussion
included:

e  Potential confer-
ence sites for 2010
and 2011 and a
modified confer-

e  Hosting a summit or
meeting on “faith-based”
programs and the role that
early childhood concepts of
quality can play in a faith-
based curriculum.

e  The hosting of focus
groups at the state affiliate
conferences to determine
how members perceive SECA.

The SECA Executive Commit-
tee is composed of the Presi-
dent, Vice-President, Secre-

ence structure

e  Current plans for
the 2009 confer-
ence

e  Financial planning for the
Association for 2008 and
in 2009.

e  The development of the
SECA website and up-
graded features, includ-
ing a “members-only”
page

e  The expansion and re-

Georgia Lamirand, SECA President

finement of the current
SECA history and the
appointment of an Ad
Hoc Committee to guide
that process.

e  The completion of a pro-

motional video for SECA

e The role of SECA repre-

sentatives at the state
affiliate conferences

tary, Fiscal Officer and the

President-Elect or Immediate

Past President. The Commit-
tee is empowered to act for the
Board in emergency matters in
which a decision is urgent and can-
not await the action of the total
Board. The Executive Committee
also meets in the summer of each
year to help plan Board activities
for the remainder of the year and
to recommend agenda items for
the next regular Board meeting.



