Making Books Part of a

Healthy Childhood

A Community Service Project of the
Southern Early Childhood Association

The Southern Early Childhood Association and Reach Out and
Read have teamed up to sponsor a project to promote early
literacy and ensure that children grow up with books and a
love of reading.

SECA believes that to promote early literacy we need to:
* Recognize and support what children already know about language before school
e Permit and encourage children to build on their existing knowledge of language
* Ensure that young children have access to quality and age-appropriate books
e Design classrooms and other settings for young children that are rich with literacy materials for reading

and writing

* Provide a supportive instructional environment where children can build a positive attitude toward

themselves and literacy development

* Prepare ourselves as teachers of young children to deal with and respect differences in language and

cultural backgrounds

Excerpted from Early Literacy and Beginning to Read, a Position Statement of the Southern Early Childhood Association

The Challenge

Children who live in print-rich environments and who are
read to during the first years of life are much more likely to
learn and read on schedule.

Parents of children living in poverty may lack the money to
buy books, may not have easy access to good children’s
books, and may not themselves have been read to as chil-
dren, with the result that millions of children are growing
up without books. Reading difficulty contributes to school
failure, which increases the risk of absenteeism, school
dropout, juvenile delinquency, substance abuse, and
teenage pregnancy, perpetuating the cycles of poverty
and dependency.

Reach Out and Read currently serves over 900,000 at-risk
children in the SECA network, but this number represents
less than 30% of the children living at or near poverty in
the SECA States.

What is Reach Out and Read?

Reach Out and Read
encourages early lit-
eracy skills by mak-
ing literacy promo-
tion a standard part
of a child's regular
visits to the pediatri-
cian.

National Center

* |n the exam room, doctors and nurses trained in the
developmental strategies of early literacy encourage par-
ents to read aloud to their young children and offer age-
appropriate tips.

* The pediatric caregiver gives every child a new,
developmentally appropriate book to take home and keep
at each well child visit from six months to five years—a
total of ten books.







